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SCENES IN RUSSIA. 
(Concluded from page 172.) 


at the coronation of the czars from that period | copper and tin. 
itill the time of Ivan and Peter. 
crown of the same prince in polished gold is 
supposed to be still more ancient, and to have 
been given by the Greek emperor to the grand 
princess Olga in 946, when she went to be 


baptised at Constantinople. 

The crowns of the czar Ivan Alexivitch 
and Peter the Great are ornamented, each 
with upwards of eight hundred diamonds and 
a single ruby of extraordinary dimensions. 

The crowns of Kazan and Astrachan, work- 
ed in oriental style, and that of Siberia, set 
with precious stones of great value and varie- 
ty, shine in all the dazzling splendour of dia- 


Of all objects of interest in the kremlin,|monds, sapphires, emeralds, rubies, topazes, 
the treasury is that which offers most gratifica-|and pearls. 


tion toa curious mind. The treasure is de- 
posited in the new arsenal, a building of mo- 
dern date, with a handsome facade sustained 
by Corinthian pillars. The gallery is divided 
into five apartments, extending over three 
hundred and fifty feet. In the first of these 
are suspended portraits of the three last czars, 
dressed in the costume of the ancient sove- 
reigns of Russia; with those of their imperial 
successors to the time of Paul, father of the 
present emperor. The jewels are exhibited 
only by a special order, which we obtained. 
Ranged along the sides of the gallery are 
crowns and thrones of all the czars, emperors, 
and empresses of Russia; and opposite, crowns 
which have been taken from the fallen sove- 
reigns of Kazan, Astrachan, Georgia, Po- 
land, Siberia, Finland, and the Crimea. It 
is almost impossible to contemplate without a 
degree of awe the débris of so many centu- 
ries and so much human grandeur. In re- 
garding these trophies of conquerors, and 
symbols of vanquished potentates, the mind 
retrogrades through a series of reigns; and 
the lifeless decorations seem to move, respon- 
sive to the call of memory, aiding historical 
recollections of those who once acted so im- 
portant a part on the stage of life. 

In this extensive collection of valuables it 


is difficult to select what is most worthy of 


description. I have derived no pleasure from 
inspecting, and will therefore pass without 
flotice, all the richly worked vases, platters, 
and goblets, the swords, saddles, and watches, 
with the diamonds ad jewels, whose aggre- 
e value is said 40 exceed that of every simi- 
r 
historical interest. 


The crown of the grand prince Vladimir, of 


* Grecian workmanship, in filigree gold, sur- 
~ Mounted by a cross of the same metal and 
~ @rnmamented with precious stones, was sent as 
@ present by the sovereigns of Byzantium to 





collection, and refer only to objects of 


Each of these seven crowns is bordered 
with sable and shaped like a helmet with its 
crest cut off. 

That of Catherine the First differs from 
those 1 have described. It is an imperial 
crown surmounted by a cross, and studded 
with two thousand five hundred diamonds, be- 
sides rubies and other precious stones, some 
of which were plundered from the crown of 
Peter the Great. 

The crown of Poland is,of unwrought gold, 
surmounted by a cross of the same metal, and 
without any ornament. No freeman can see 
without a sigh this crown within the walls of 
the kremlin. 

The number and variety of ancient and mo- 
dern regalia in this treasury is such that one 
can scarcely fail to be fatigued before a forma! 
circuit of visits to all the cupboards and bou- 
doirs has been completed. ‘The combs, horns, 
and inkstands; the ewers, plates, and goblets; 
the bracelets, mirrors, and watches; the rings, 
chains, and necklaces; the scepires, globes, 
and crosses; and similar articles, either com- 
posed of, or richly ornamented with, gold and 
precious stones, are so numerous that any at- 
tempt to calculate their numbers or value 
would be fruitless. 

In a deep cave, (probably the spot were it 
was originally cast,) in the centre of the krem- 
lia, is the largest bell in the world. We de 
scended into the pit and took its dimensions as 
well as we were able, but I give you an accu- 
rate published account in preference to the 
result of my own hasty observations. The 
height of this extraordinary bell is twenty feet 
seven inches; its lowest diameter twenty-two 
feet eight inches. The thickness of the metal 
at the base is twenty-three inches; and the 
whole weight a hundred and sixty tons! It 
was cast in the year 1654, in the reign of 
Alexis. ‘The Russians say that it contains a 
quantity of gold and silver, but the chief bulk 


: ce those of Kioff in the year 1116, and was used|is evidently of bell metal, or a compositivn of 


ee encarta 


They also affirm that the bell 


Another| was once suspended, but such an assertion 


carries its own contradiction. Comparing the 
size of this bell with that of the famous bells 
of Erfurt and Pekin, it appears that this is 
twice as large in diameter as the former, and 
half as large again as the latter. The height 
and thickness being in proportion, it is evi- 
dent that those of Saxony and China are small 
by comparison with this colossal Mosco- 
vite. 

I have now conducted you through the 
kremlin, an assemblage of buildings com- 
manding, probably, more universal veneration 
and interest than any other in the world. In 
some parts there are real grandeur, splendour, 
and elegance. In others barbarism, ruin, and 
dirt. The débris of much rude magnificence 
is strangely contrasted with modern white 
washed buildings left half completed; and now 
*¢ The spider weaves his web in the hall of the 
Cesars.”’ 

Leaving the kremlin, the first building that 
attracts attention is the church of Vassili Bla- 
gennoi opposite the Spaskoi gate. It was 
built in 1554, under Ivan Vassilivitch the Ter- 
rible, who put out the eyes of the architect, 
saying, “I wish this to be a solitary chef 
d’ceuvre.”’ It contains nineteen chapels; and 
is, beyond all doubt, the most extraordinary 
structure that the mind of man could devise. 
Its fantastic pyramids of domes; the number 
of its bulbous cupolas, differing from each 
other in the details of their shape and decora- 
tions; the strange variety of colours; its ar- 
chitectural inconsistencies, novelties, and con- 
trasts; all unite to inspire a sentiment of 
unusual interest and astonishment. This sin- 
gular building, which (if one dare venture a 
comparison to any thing,) is not unlike an ar- 
tificial group of irregular stalactites, stands iso- 
lated in position as in character. On one side 
are some Gothic edifices allotted to the tribu- 
nals, and a military guard house of modern 
construction, On the other the lofty walls of 
the kremlin. In front, the Gostinoi Dvor, or 
yrand market-place, ornamented with a bronze 
statue of Menin and Pojarskoi, two valiant 
defenders of their country. 

In the market-place are several stalls under 
a prodigious roof, or succession of roofs, 
forming a variety of streets, in which venders 
of the same commodities herd together. The 
mélange of articles for sale in this market, 
and the costumes of the sellers, are perhaps 
unparzlleled in any city of the world. Pearls 
from India, scented wood from America, 
cloths from England, images from Italy, china 
from Saxony, coffee from Arabia, brooms 
from Holland, iron from Sweden, furs from 
Siberia, swords from Persia, meat from the 
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Crimea, tea from China, skins from Ladak,| accommodation of a greater number of pa-j|too conscious of their superiority as a nation’ 


fish from Archangel; sporting dogs, carrier] tients. 


The Galitzin cost a million of rubles.|and frequently too little conscious of their in- 


pigeons, Persian eats, singing birds, pismires,| [t is calculated to hold a hundred and fifty-five | feriority as individuals. Instead of wishing to 


white mice, cockatoos ; ‘artars, Siberians,| beds. 
Italians, Calmucks, Georgians, French, Cos-| two hundred beds. 


The other cost not so much, and holds|learn what they may from other nations, and 
Of these, sixty-six are for|to acquaint themselves with the opinions of 


sacks, Armenians, Moskovites, English, Per-| sick persons; a hundred and thirty-two for) foreigners on subjects of moral, political, and 
sians, Germans; Mussulmans, Pagans, Cliris-| aged and infirm, and two for extraordinary |scientific interest, they either strive to impose 


tians, Jews; these are some of the objects,| cases. 


I was conducted over the Sheremetieff|on them their habits and views, or else con- 


animate and inanimate, that contribute to the| hospital by the chief physician, an English|duct themselves with a degree of reserve 


remarkable variety of a Russian bazar. 


water. 


| gentleman to whose kind attention lam much| which is construed into hauteur. 
In summer, fish markets are held in the} indebted. 


The conse- 


The most common diseases are|quence is, they are excluded from the best 
I have not seen any here; but at St.| affections of the lungs and abdominal viscera. |society; and their observations are necessarily 


Petersburg a large hulk is divided into various| Intermittent fevers are rarely known; putrid|confined to a rank inferior to that of which 


compartments, some filled with fresh, andj scarcely ever. 
There the fish are ar-|this institution is a hundred and seventeen 


some with salt water. 


The annual endowment of|they are members in their own country. 


ranged according to their kinds; and as they) thousand rubles, or between five and six thou-| prom the “ Geotleman's Magazine,” January, 184. London. 
swim about, purchasers make their choice.| sand pounds, 


The favourite species, one of which the land- 
lord of the inn procured us yesterday, is the 
sterlet. It is caught only in the Caspian and 
the Volga, and must be preserved alive till 
within a few hours of being dressed; other- 
wise it is good for nothing. The sterlet is a 
species of sturgeon, measuring generally 
about two feet and a half in length. The 
flavour is delicious. 

During winter, all provisions brought to 
Moscow are kept ina frozenstate. Fish from 
Archangel and the Caspian, some weighing a 
thousand pounds, and beef from the southern- 
most part of Russia, are conveyed to the ca- 
pital in ice, in which they are preserved for 
many months. All the cellars in many of the 
streets are thus stored; for nearly every thing 
that is eaten in Russia in the cold season has 
been congealed before it is submitted to a 
kitchen fire. 

Merchants have a sort of hand-arithmetic 
by which they usually make calculations. 
Something of the same kind has of late years 
been introduced into infant schools in Eng- 
land. The apparatus consists of wires fixed 
in a frame with nine little globes of wood on 
each wire. The lower range represents 
units, the second tens, the third hundreds and 
so on. 

It is pleasing to observe the numerous mo- 
ral institutions established by the late empress. 
In both capitals these monuments of her ma- 
ternal care attract attention by their outward 
magnificence, and excite admiration by the 
excellence of their internal arrangements. | 
have visited most of them with extreme inter- 
est; an interest which the detail on paper must 
fail to convey to another. 1 cannot, however, 
refrain from referring to the Foundling, where 
six thousand children are educated, and pro- 
vided for. ‘They are left at the gate with a 
billet specifying only whether or not they have 
been baptised. No further information is 
sought. I was there at ten o’clock in the 
forenoon of yesterday; and three children had 
already been admitted that morning. 
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| 
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In the Netherlands I remember being much 
annoyed by the almost incessant. chimes of 
carillons ; but those are few and infrequent 


HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS. 
Letters of William Penn. 
The following letters, the copies of which 


compared with the bells of Moscow. It seems|®F@ '" the possession of our publisher, Mr. 


as if the congregation of each church were 
called to worship eight or ten times a day; 
and wheu you know that there are two hun- 
dred and sixty-three paris! churches in this 


city, you will be able to form some idea of|‘°'Y successful colony. 


the perpetual din. Some of the bells have a 
very deep sonorous sound, especially that in 
the tower of the Ouspenskoi cathedral, which 
is said to weigh sixty-four tons. Most are of 
a size far exceeding those generally used in 
other countries; and since it is dangerous to 
move them, the clappers alone are agitated by 
means of ropes. 

There is something peculiarly gay in the 


appearance of this city, in an afternoon, when | 


the fashionables move out in their carriages. 


Pickering, it is believed have never been 
printed before. ‘They were written by the 
founder of Pennsylvania, only two years after 
the first plantation of that rapidly formed and 
The Earl of Sun- 
derland, to whom the first is addressed, was 
the secretary of state, having been restored 
to that post, Jan. 31, 1682-3, a circum- 
stance to which William Penn alludes in the 
early part of his letter. 


Philadelphia, 28th 5th mo. July, 1683, 
My noble Friend, 

It is an unhappiness incident to great men, 
to be troubled with the respects of the smal] 
folks their kindness obliges ; however, I had 
rather need an excuse, than be wanting of 


A large proportion of the residents consists of| gratitude to my noble benefactors, of which 


families of the old nobility, courtiers, and mi- 
litary and civil officers, who have either retir- 
ed voluntarily from the business of life, or have 
wisely sought an honourable retreat before the 
anticipated frown of the autocrat pronounced 
their doom. Their equipages present a cu- 
rious mixture of shabbiness and splendour. 
No carriages of respectable persons are seen 
without four horses. The leaders’ traces are 
so long that a pair of horses might easily be 
harnessed between them and the wheelers. A 
dirty urchin, like puss in boots, with a dirtier 
livery, is mounted on the off leader, flourish- 
ing a short whip in his left hand, while the 
coachman adapts the length of his whip to the 
dignity of his master, which in any other 
country would be compromised by the ruined 
condition of his tackle. His own dress, how- 
ever, is generally of a better order. A long 
blue caftan, with a silken ceinture of gaudy 


colours and Torjok manufacture, a square 


the Lord Sunderland was one of the first, in 
the business of my American country; and 
‘though I have nothing to returne but humble 
thanks and good wishes for all his generous 
favours, yet they have engaged me in a most 


\firm resolution to embrace all occasions by 





which | may express my sense of them, and 
gratitude to him. And being thus obleidg’d 
to interest myself in his success and prospe- 
‘rity, I must take leave to congratulate the 
happy restoration of the king's grace and 
favour, in which without flattery I take the 
freedom to say I think he has done right to 
the Lord Sunderland’s abilities, and his own 
business; for ever since he yielded me the 
advantage of his acquaintance in France (a 
time of twenty years’ standing, or running 
rather,) I have said many times to many peo- 
ple, I remember not to have mett a young 
nobleman promising a sharper and clearer 
|judgment, and of closer and better sense; 


cap, and a fine flowing beard, distinguish the|and pardon me if I wish that this occasion 


coachman. 


[We shall close these extracts, with a single 
The in-| quotation from another part of the book. 








ternal economy of the nursery, school, ma-|the precise justness of the remarks, we leave 
nufactory, cuisine, dormitory, and hospital, is! others to determine, but the author being him- 
admirable. self an Englishman, the insertion of them 
The two largest hospitals are those founded) here, peicliance, may meet the eye of some 
by Prince Galitzin and Count Sheremetieff, of his peregrinating countrymen, and serve as 
whose names they bear. Exch of these pre-|a useful intimation. ] 
sents an exterior like a palace. It is to be You have no doubt observed, as I have, that 
regretted that sums of money spent on deco-|the English are respected, in foreign coun- 
ration were not laid out in providing for the| tries, but never loved. Our countrymen are 


may give thee time to prove it yct more abun- 
dantly to the world. 


Of| TI was a little elevated With the hopes of a 


free discourse and censure” upon my Ameri- 
can enterprise, when it pleased thee to give 
me to believe | might meet thee some even- 
ing at Col. Henry Sidney's;* but some greater 





* The younger brother of the Earl of Leicester, 
and of the celebrated Col. Algernon Sydney, who 
suffered death at the close of this very year. Henry 
was himself created a peer after the revelution, by 
the title of Earl of Romney. 
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affair diverting, robbed me of the advantage | 
I had reason to promess myself from so cor- 
rect a conversation. But though I mist 
that expression of that favour; let me not 
want the effects of it: I am now in a station, 
where my own weakness, or my neighbour’s 
envy, may happen to hurt my honest interest, 
and the good work I have in my eye: please 
to take me and my poor feeble concerns into 
thy protection, and give us thy smiles and 
countenance, and | will venture to say that, 
by the help of God, and such noble Friends, 
I will show a Province in 7 years equal to her 
neighbours of 40 years planting. 

I have lay’d out the province into countys. 
Six are begun to be seated; they lye on the 
great river, and are planted about 6 miles 
back. ‘The town platt isa mile long, and two 
deep,—has a navigable river on each side, the 
least as broad as the Thames at Woolwych, 
from 3 to 8 fathom water; there is built about 
80 houses, and I have settled at least three 
hundred farmes contiguous to it. We have 
had with passengers 2% ships, and trading 40 
great and small, since the last summer,—not 
amiss for one year. The country is in soyle 
good, aire sereen (as in Languedock), and 
sweet from the cedar, pine and sassefrax, with 
a wild mertile, that all send forth a most fra- 
grant smell, which every brees carrys with it 
to the inhabitants where it goes. Cyprus, 
chesnutt, cedar, black walnutt, poppler (the 
largest in the world), odke Of six sorts, white, 
ted, black, Spanish chesnutt, and swampe, 
are the timber of these parts. Ash there is 
also, but not so frequently. Here is a hic- 
kory-nut tree, mighty large, and more tough 
than our ash, the finest white and flameing 
fire | have ever seen. 

I have had better venison, bigger, more ten- 
der, and as fat as, in England; turkies of the 
wood I had of forty and fifiy pound weight; 
fish in abundance, especially of shad and ruck, 
which are here an excellent fish; pearch and 
trout, but no salmon hereaways yet as [ hear 
of; but oysters, that are monstrous for big- 
ness, though there be a lesser sort. Here | 
are of fruits divers wild—the peach, grape, 
and plum, and that of divers sorts. We have! 
also in the woods flowers, that, for colour, 
largeness, and beauty, excel; I intend a col- 
lection of the most valuable of which this 
place affords, for Astrope the next season. 
For the people, they are savage to us; in their | 
persons and furniture all that is rude; but they | 
have great shape, strength, agility; and in) 
council, (for they, though in a kind of commu- 
nity among themselves, observe property and 








wanting tradition, example, and instruction, 
they are an extraordinary people. Had not 
the Dutch, Swedes, and English, learned them 
drunkenness, (in which condition they kill or 
burn one another,) they had been very tracta- 
ble; but rum is so dear to them, that, for six 
penny-worth of rum, one may buy that fur 
from them that five shillings, in any other 





those persons whom the goodness of the kings 
of England hath, at any time, cloathed with 
extraordinary powers in these parts of the 
world, to show their deferrance to the impe- 
riall majesty they are tributarys to, and their 
dependance upon it, by the mission and at- 
tendance of agents in their names at the court. 

I have only now, great Prince, to pray 


commodity, shall not purchase; yet many of| pardon and acceptance for a poor present, of 


the old men, and some of the young people, 
will not touch with such spirits; and because, 
in those fitts, they mischief both themselves 
and our folks too, | have forbid to sell them 
any. 

Pardon, my noble friend, this length (lon- 
ger, too, in my scrawling hand than in it 
selfe); I thought it my duty to give an account 
of the place to one whos favour had helpt to 
make it myn, and who was pleased, more than 
once, to discourse the settlement of it. 

I have only to recommend the bearer, my 
kinsman, Capt. Markham, and to pray access 
in my affaires, yet not fully fixt, by the un- 
kindness of my neighbour, the Lord Balti- 
more; and that it would please thee to accept 
a poor present of our growth, remembring 
that the ancients vallued offerings by the heart 
that made them; and finally, to give me leave 
to ware the character of, my noble friend, thy 
very sensible and faithful fr’d and serv’t to my 
power. 

(Signed) Wa. Penn. 


May I present my humble duty to the king? 
For the Earl of Sunderland. 


To the King: 

Great and gracious Prince,—lIt is a barren 
soyle that yields noe returns to the due that 
feeds it, and they are mean and ungratefull 
mindes that are oblivious of the favours they 
receive. I would fain excuse this freedom, if 
[ were not bound to use it; for, being desti- 
tute of better ways, gratitude makes it neces- 
sary to me, and necessity is a sollicitor that 
takes no deniall. Lett the king, then, gra- 
ciously please to accept my most bumble 
thanks for his many royall favours conferr'd 
upon me, more especially this of Pennsylvania. 

only lament my selfe, that my own inability 
will not suffer me to express myselfe in a way 
suitable to the sense | have of the great obli- 
gations | lye under. But, because the altar 
was not ordain’d for the rich and great only, 
and that offerings are to be accepted by the 
heart that makes them, I perswade myselfe to 
hope that the king will please to receive my 
dutifull acknowledgements by the integrity 


government,) grave, speak seldom, inter spaces| that humbly sends them; and to believe, that, 


of silence, short, elegant, fervent. The old 


among the numerous subjects, as well of his 


sit in a half moon upon the ground, the mid-|g0odness as of his pow’r, there is none that, 


dle aged in a like figure ata little distance 
behind them, and the young fry in the same 
manner behind them: none speak but the aged, 
they have consulted the rest before: thus, in 
selling me their land, they ordered themselves.* 
I must say that, their obscurity considered— 





* This description may suggest, to an artist, a de- 
sign arranged very differently from the well-known 
picture by Benjamin West, and one which will be 
recommended by greater historical accuracy, found- 
ed on the best possible authority. 


with more truth, zeal, and affection, loves and 
honours him. 


Give me leave next to say, so soon as [ was 
arriv’d and made my settlement of this pro- 
vince, I thought it my duty to waite upon the 
king, by some person of the province, in cun- 
dition of an agent extraordinary, which is the 
bearer my kinsman, Markham, formerly deputy 
in this government; and this would not look 
wholly free of vanity (considering my late pri- 
vate capacity), yet 1 take it to be the duty o 


country produce; and that it would graciously 
please the king to take me still into his favour, 
his young province into his protection, and 
God, the bountefull rewarder of good and 
gracious acts, retaliate them both with tempe- 
rall and eternall glory. I am, with reverence 
and truth, great and gracious Prince, thy 
most thankfull, humble, and obedient subject 
and servant in all I can. 
(Signed) 
Philadelphia, 13 Aug. ’83. 


Wm. PENN. 


From the National Gazette. 
STEAMBOAT WILLIAM PENN. 


The undersigned, a committee of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the New Casile and French Town Rail 
Road Company, having examined into the circum- 
stances connected with the destruction by fire of 
their fine boat Wa. Penn, on the evening of Tues- 
day, the 4th inst., which was unfortunately attended 
with the loss of four lives, submit the following as 
the result of their investigation. 

About half past five o’clock on the evening afore- 
said, the William Penn, on her return froia New 
Caste, having on board about one hundred and fifty 
passengers, and being about one milo this side of 
Gloucester Point, was discovered to be on fire, the 
flames bursting out with great violence on the wind- 
ward side of the beat, outside of the larboard boiler 
near the after end of it. The committee are satis- 
fica that it was communicated to the wood acar the 
boiler by means of a fissure through the sheet iron 
work of one of the return flues of the furnace which 
had either escaped the vigilance of the workmen by 
whoin it had been examined two days previously, or 
which was of still more reccnt origin. The wood 
which first became ignited was unusually dry, and 
therefore burnt with great rapidity, and the coimbus- 
tible nature of the bulk heads, and slight upper deck 
of the boat, together with a strong westerly wind, 
aided its progress, so that in a few minutes but little 
hopes were entertained of being able to save the 
boat. The efforts of Captain Jeffries, and his crew 
to do so, seem, nevertheless, not to have been abated 
while the slightest chance of success remained. A 
hole was cut through the upper deck, and a large 
quantity of water was thrown on the fire, without 
producing any sensible effect: the hose was rigged 
to the foreing pump near the bow of the boat, but 
so great was the press of passengers in its vicinity, 
that it could not be worked, and in the mean time 
the progress of the flames and the alarm had reached 
such a pitch, that nothing remained to be done but 
to run the boat ashore, in order to preserve the lives 
of the individuals on board. ‘The tiller ropes having 
been burnt, this was prowptly effected by means of 
the starboard engine—when all the passengers (ex- 
cept three, who jumped overboard into deep water 
and were drowned) were sufely janded. The bodies 
of those who threw themselves into the river, were 
immediately recovered and conveyed to the city, 
where every effort was made that medicai skill could 
devise to resuscitate them, but in vain. 

One of theve unfortunate persons was in the bow 
of the boat, out of danger, and rushed towards the 
stern through the flames to meet his death, by pre- 
cipitating himself into the water, although begged 
by Captain Jeffries to remain where he was. The 
fourth passenger who is deceased was in feeble 
health, and died the day succeeding the disaster, it 
is supposed in consequence of having been in the 
water, 
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Several horses, a portion of the mails, and the 
largest part of the baggage, were saved; and no 
doubt exists in the miuds of the committee that all 
the passengers might have been rescued without dif- 
ficulty but for the panic which is natural, and per- 
haps unavoidable on such an occasion. It appears, 
however, tat the greatest presence of mind was pre- 
served by the engineers, firemen, and crew general. 
ly, one of whom held up a portion of the bulk head 
which the fire had forced out, and called to the pas- 
sengers to go forward, while he thus confined the 
flames and prevented the passage from being inter- 
rapted. ; 

As soon as the fire was discovered, the safety- 
valves were raised, to prevent the additional danger 
of explosion of the boilers. ’ 

Captain Jeffries remained on board exerting him- 
self to save the property of the passengers after all 
were out of the buat, and was himself the last per- 
son to leave her. 

The committee, in giving these details of the 
above melancholy disaster, deem it their duty to 
express their thanks, on behalf of the company, to 
the master ferrymen, and the captains and crews of 
the steam and other ferryboats, both af this city and 
Camden, as well as to many others, who so prompt- 
ly repaired to the William Penn, and rendered every 
assistance which the nature of the case would per- 
mit. 

The committee, after a very close investigation, 
are enabled to state their decided conviction, that the 
persons already announced as dead, are al! that lost 
their lives on this distressing occasion. 

On the whole, the committee consider the fire to 
have been entirely accidental; and while they are of 
opinion that it ought to induce additional care on 
the part of those engaged in steam navigation, they | 
are unable to perceive that any want of prudence or 
caution can be attributed to Captain Jeffries, or the 
persons employed under him ; on the contrary, they 
deem Captain Jeffries entitled to every confidence, 
and believe that his conduct in the trying circum- 
stances in which he was pluced, was deserving of the 
highest praise. 


ED 
a 


James LeFevre, 
S. Nevins, 
Ww. D. Lewis, 
Wa. J. Warson, 
Committee. 
Philadelphia, March 11, 1834. 


Selected for “‘ The Friend.” 
From the West of England Journal of April 15. 
LINES WRITTEN IN A CHURCHYARD, 
By a school boy, fifteen years of age, since deceased. 


“ It is good for us to be here; if thou wilt let us make three 
tabernacies, one for thee, one for Moses, aud one for Elias.’’— 
Matt. xvii. 4. 


Methinks it is good to be here: 

If thou wilt, let us build :—but for whom? 

Nor Elias nor Moses appear ; 

But the shadows of eve that encompass the gloom, 
The abode of the dead and the place of the tomb. 


Shall we build to Ambition? Ah no! 

Affrighted he shrinketh away; 

For see, they would pin him below 

In a small narrow cave, and begirt with cold clay, 
To the meanest of reptiles a peer and a prey. 


To Beauty? Ahno! she forgets 

The charms which she wielded before ;— 

Nor knows the foul worm that he frets 

The skin which, but yesterday, fools could adore 

For the smoothness it held, or the tint which it 
wore. 


Shall we build to the purple of pride, 

The trappings which dizen the proud ? 

Alas! they are all laid aside,— 

And here’s neither dress.nor adornment allowed, 

But the long winding sheet and the fringe of the 
shroud. 


To Riches? Alas! tis in vain 
Who hid, in their turn have been hid 
The treasures are squandered again, 











But here in the grave are all metals forbid, 
But the tinsel that shone on the dark coffin lid. 


To the pleasures which mirth can afford, 
To the revel, the Jaugh, and the jeer? 

Ah! here is a plentiful board! 

But guests are all mute at their pitiful cheer, 
And none but the worm is a reveller here. 


Shall we build to Affection and Love ? 
Ah no! they have withered and died, 
Or fled with the spirit above— 


Friends, brothers, and sisters, are laid side by side, | give value to the first letter. 


Yet none have saluted and none have replied. 


Unto Sorrow? the dead cannot grieve, 

Nota sob, not a sigh meets mine ear, 

Which compassion itself could relieve ! 

Ah! sweetly they slumber, nor hope, love,nor fear, 
Peace, peace is the watchword, the only one here. 


Unto Death, to whom monarchs must bow ? 

Ah no! for his empire is known, 

And here there are trophies enow, 

Beneath the cold earth! and around the dark 
stone 


tion ; and the introduction to the latter will 
be recognised, we think, as affording a beau- 
tiful instance of that tendency of his well 
stored mind to pithy and sententious remark, 
exemplified in his“ Reflections and Maxims;” 
while the curious statistical outline of his then 
infant city and colony—the pleasing, we 
might say, poetical description of the country 
and its products, together with his fine por- 
traiture of aboriginal character and manners, 
‘The original 
spelling, common to that age, it will be per- 


ceived is retatned. 


A bill abolishing imprisonment for debt, 
has passed the legislature of Massachusetts— 


|it goes into operation on the fourth of July 


next. 


HAVERFORD SCHOOL. 
The managers of Haverford School deem 


Are the signs of a sceptre that none may disown. | it their duty to apprise those who propose en- 


And look for the sleepers around us to rise, 
The second to Faith, which insures it fulfill’d— 
And the third to the Lamb of the great sacrifice, 


t 
Then the first unto Hope we will build ; 


ering students for the ensuing term, that they 
ave reason to believe that the applications 
will exceed the number who can be accommo- 
dated at the institution. It is, therefore, de- 


Who bequeath’d us them both when he rose to the|Sired that the names and ages of applicants 


skies, 
HERBERT. 
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For the information of our friends at a dis- 
tance, it would seem right that we should give 
some account of the awful accident, the first 
of the kind on the Delaware, which befel the 
noble steamboat William Penn, near this city; 
and we have been enabled to do this in an 
authentic shape by inserting the report of the 
committee appointed to investigate the case. 
The scene is spoken of by those who wit- 
nessed it, as indescribably terrific and dis- 
tressing. The place where the boat ground- 
ed is within about fifty yards of the bank of 
the Delaware, on the Pennsylvania side, and 
the passengers, male and female, after escap- 
ing with difficulty from the flames, were com- 
pelled to wade some distance in mud and 
water, to the depth of several feet. Of course 
they were wet to the skin, and their clothes 
disfigured with mud. Thousands of our citi- 
zens lined the wharves from the time the fire 
was discovered until after nightfall, and great 
anxiety was felt by those who expected friends 
and relatives, and hundreds rushed to catcha 
glance at the dead bodies, fearful that some 
one dear to them might be of the number. 


A literary friend in the habit of inspecting 
the foreign publications as they come to hand, 
has copied for our use from a London peri- 
odical, the two letters of William Penn, in- 
serted to-day. History bears ample testimony 
that this benefactor of his species was no 
sycophant; but that he was not an enemy to 
the polish and courtesies of cultivated socie- 
ty when in harmony with truth and sincerity, 
these interesting documents, especially the 
shorter of the two, furnish additional attesta- 


be forwarded as early as practicable, to the 
secretary of the board, No. 39, High street, 
Philadelphia. Great disadvantage having re- 
sulted both to the institution and the student 
from the admission of pupils after the com- 
mencement of the term, it is earnestly re- 
quested that all who intend toenterthe school, 
should be prepared to do so at the opening 
of the session. The improvements required 
to accommodate the increased number of stu- 
dents, will render it necessary to prolong the 
vacation in the spring, until second day, the 
12th of fifth month next, on which day the 
summer session will commence, and the ex- 
amination and classification of the pupils about 
to enter the school will take place, when it is 
very important that all the students should be 
present. 
By direction of the Managers, 


Cuartes YARNALL, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, 1mo. 30, 1834. 


Noticr. The annual meeting of the con- 
tributors to the asylum for the relief of per- 
sons deprived of the use of their reason, will 
be held on fourth day, the 19th of the present 
month, at three o'clock in the afternoon, in 
Mulberry street meeting house. 


A teacher for the boys’ mathematical school, 
is wanted at Westtown. Apply to Thomas 
Stewardson, Arch, near Fourth street. 


An annual meeting of “Tae Tract As- 
SOCIATION OF F’R1ENDs” will be held on the 
evening of fifth day, the 20th instant, at half 
past seven, in the committee room of Arch 
street meeting house, A general attendance 
of the members is desirable, and the company 
of Friends of both sexes (not members,) who 
feel an interest in the objects of the associa~ 
tion, will be acceptable. 


Joun Carrer, Clerk. 
Philadelphia, 3mo. 12th, 1834. 
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For “‘ The Friend.” 
THOMAS STORY. 
(Continued fiom page 175.) 


« After this I was at some other meetings, 
but little notice was taken of it by any of my 
relations and acquaintance, till the time of the 
assizes at Carlisle; where some Friends being 
prisoners in the county jail, for non-payment 
of tithes, others attended the assizes, as their 
custom was, the better to obviate occasion of 
troubles, or hurt to any of the Society, and to 
minister counsel or other help as need might 
be; and these went toa meeting at Scotby, 
about two miles from the city; and thither I 
went also. 

“ During the time of the meeting, I found 
a great and unusual load on my spirit, and 
hardness in my heart; insomuch that I could 
hardly breathe under the oppression; nor 
could [ say I had any sense of the divine com- 
forts of his presence there; but that the hea- 
vens were as of thick brass, and the bars 
thereof as of strong iron. But though I had 
no enjoyment in myself, yet I was sensible the 
presence and goodness of the Lord were 
there, and many therein greatly comforted; 
and therefore did conclude my condition of 
mind was from some other cause and not 
relating to the state of the meeting in ge- 
neral. 

“That evening being returned to my fa- 
ther’s house very solitary, silent, and inward, 
there came in one ‘I homas Tod, an acquaint- 
ance of mine; who, after some compliments 
of civility (for at that time I had not quite 
declined the common modes of salutation,) 
desired to speak with me apart; and then told 
me that he had a trial to come on next day, 
concerning certain houses of his in the town 
of Penrith, being the greatest part of all he 
had in the world; that one of his witnesses to 
his deeds of conveyance was dead; another 
of them gone into Ireland and could not be 
had; but J, being the third, and having made 
the writings, he hoped through my evidence 
and credit, to gain his just point: and desired 
me ‘o be in readiness in the morning; for the 
trial was likely to come on early. 

“ As soon as he began this relation, the 
word of life began likewise to work in me, in 
a very powerful manner; and the holy ham- 
mer of the Lord, I sensibly felt, and saw to 
be lified upon that hardness of heart, which, 
for some time (as above) had been my state : 
and it began to be broken, sottened, and dis- 
solved; and the sense of the love of God, in 
some degree, to be renewed: and then I saw 
plainly, that this was the hard thing I had to 
go through; and that now was the time of 
trial, wherein I must take up the cross of 
Christ; and acknowledge his doctrine fully in 
that point; and openly according to the under- 
standing given me; and to despise the shame 
and reproach, and other sufferings, which | 
well knew would quickly ensue; or I must 
forsake the Lord for ever: for denying this 
doctrine in the sense I had now plainly seen 
it, would be a denying of himself before men; 
and if I had then denied him, I could expect 
no less but, according to his word, to have 
been immediately, and for ever, denied of 















him, and left under that hardness of heart, 
and want of the enjoyment of his divine pre- 
sence, wherewith | had been favoured before, 
and all the dreadful consequences of a begin- 
ning so woful. 

‘** But, according to the advances of the 
word and work of the Lord in me at that 
time, my heart inclined to him: and as my 
acquaintance was speaking, I was furnished 


with a full resolution to give him a plain and) 


direct answer: which was on this manner, ‘ | 
am concerned it should fall out so; (for I had 
a real respect for him and saw bis case to be 
very hard,) I will appear, if it please God, 
and testify what I know in the matter, and do 
what I can for you that way; but | cannot 
swear.’ 

“This was so great a surprise to him, both 
from the nature of the case, and confidence 
he had of my ready compliance, he having 


against the law of his mind, which would, 
had he given place thereto, have brought him 
into bondage to the law of sin and death. 
But as he yielded not at all to Satan, but clave 
unto the Lord in great humility and trust, he 
was pleased to put the tempter to silence with 
all his specious reasoning. And then, says 
T.S., “The teachings of the Lord were 
plentiful and glorious; my understanding fur- 
ther cleared, and his holy Jaw of love and life 
was settled in me; and I admitted into sweet 
rest with the Lord my Saviour, and given up 
in perfect resignation to his holy will in what- 
soever might relate to this great trial of my 
faith and obedience to the Lord. And in the 
morring I went up toward the hall where the 
judges sat, expecting to be called as a witness 
in the case before mentioned; but before I 
reached the place, I saw my said acquaint- 


EL  , 


Se 


Z| ance approaching me with an air in his coun- 










had no occasion of any suspicion of my pre-| tenance denoting friendship and affection; and 
sent condition till that moment, that he broke| when met, he said ‘I can tell you good news; 
into a passion and with an oath or curse, said,| my adversary has yielded the cause; we dre 
‘What, you are not a Quaker, sure ?” |agreed to my satisfaction.’ 

“But though I had made confession of, ‘ Upon this | stood still in the street; and 
truth so far in that point, and the divine pre-| reviewing in my mind the work of the Lord 
sence sensibly returned and advanced in me, | in me the night before, this scripture came 
yet, upon this, I was again silent, till clear in| fresh into my remembrance, in the life of it. 
my understanding what to answer in sincerity|* It is God who worketh in you, both to will 
and truth: for as nobody, before that time, had/ and to do of his good pleasure.’ 
called me a Quaker, sol had not assumedthe| “ This happening at the time of the assizes, 
appellation; which, being given in ‘reproach,| and people from all quarters there, I quickly 
was not grateful, though the thing in its pro-| became the common subject of discourse and 
per sense most delightful. Nor did I then see| debate. For few could believe the report, and 
whether I bad so much unity with all their) many came to sce; and during the assizes 
tenets, as might justify me in owning the, would get together talking and wondering; 
name, till the power of that life of him who) and when they happened to see me afar off in 
forbiddeth all oaths and swearing, arising yet) the streets would come in crowds to gaze. 
clearer and fuller in me, opened my under-| Some would take of their hats, and pretend 
standing, cleared my way, and enabled me to show more than ordinary complaisance, 
thereto; and then I said, ‘1 must confess the saluting meas at other times; but I not making 
truth, | am a Quaker.’ ‘any returns of that kind, some would run 

** But as this confession brought me still away in loud laughter, saying I was mad: yet 
nearer to the Son of God, his love increasing some others were struck with another passion; 
yet more sensibly in me, so likewise it height-\ they turned pale, looked sorrowful, and re- 
ened the perplexity and disturbance of my turned weeping. And one, who had been 
friend; whose case thereby became more des-| educated at an university, after he had gazed at 
perate, in his own opinion: upon which, in an| me awhile among the baser sort, he cried out, 
increase of heat and expressions therefrom) as if he had then been surprised with the dis- 
suiting so obvious a disappointment, as it then covery of some new system, ‘ He knows nota 
appeared to him, he threatened to have me} genus froma species.’ | said very little to any 
fined by the court, and proceeded against with| of them, but gave them my face to the fill of 
the utmost rigour of the law: ‘What! must| gazing. And some who but a day or two be- 
[ lose my estate by your groundless notions) fore, durst not have discovered a disobliging 
and whims ”” look upon me, now insulted and triumphed, 

‘ Upon which I replied, in that calm of mind| which put me in mind of a saying of Job, 
and resignation to the will of God, that the| * But now they who are younger than I, have 
life of the Son of Go# enables to, and teach-| me in derision; whose fathers I would haye 
eth, ‘ You may do what you think proper that} disdained to have set with the dogs of my 
way; bui I cannot comply with your request flock.’ 
in this matter, whatever be the issue of it.’} ‘The business of the assizes being over, 











And then he departed under great dissatisfac- 


tion, with all the threats and reproaches his 
enraged passions could suggest to him under 


a view of so great a loss.” 
Immediately T. S. retired into his cham- 
ber, that he “ might more fully experience the 





some of my acquaintance, gentlemen both of 
| town and country, who wished me well, in 
their own sense, thinking I had been deluded, 
as they usually called it, by the Quakers, con- 
sulted how to restore and reclaim me: and 
avnenes ways were proposed, especially by a 





arm of the Lord, and his divine instructions] meeting and consultation, of some of the 
and counsel in this great concern and exer-| clergy, who, they imagined, might solve those 
cise.”” For though his chief delight was in| doubts I might be under; supposing those sen- 
the law of God afier the inward man, yet he|timents to be but lately embraced by me, and 
saw another law in his members warring|I not yetsettled in them; though I do not think 
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any of them knew what the true Quakers or 
their principles were. 

“The clergy generally shunned me, and | 
quickly observed a particular enmity in them 
against me; though I had no more aversion to 
them as men, than to others. 

‘‘ But some of these others (my well wish- 
ers,) supposing me melancholy, because re- 
duced from my former airs and cheerfulness, | 
to silence and gravity, got together ina tavern, 
and my father with them, intending to have 
ine among them, to drink a hearty glass; and 
try whether they could raise my spirits, into 
a more sociable temper, and bring me off from 
such thoughts. 

« While they were contriving this scheme, I 
was alone in my chamber and favoured with a 
sense of the good and soul-nourishing presence 
of the Lord; but after some time a concern 
came upon me, which gave me to expect 
something was in agitation concerning me, 
and soon after an attorney at law of my ac- 
quaintance came from the company to me, and 
mentioned several gentlemen who desired to 
see me at the tavern. 

“J was not hasty to go, looking for the 
countenance of the Lord therein, neither did 
I refuse; but my father, and some others, being 
impatient to have me among them, came like- 
wise to me. I arose from my seat when they 
came in, but did not move my hat to them as 
they to me: upon which my father fell a weep- 
ing, and said, ‘I did not use to behave so to 
him!’ [ entreated him not to resent it as a 
fault; for though I now thought fit to decline 
that ceremony, it was not in disobedience or 
disrespect of him or them; for I honoured him 
as much as ever, and desired he would please 
to think so; notwithstanding exterior altera- 
tion. 

« But most of the rest kept up another air, 
hoping to bring me into the same at the} 
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him, the Lord alone, did I impute it. And 
the company dispersing, I returned to my 
chamber in divine peace, and true tranquillity 
of mind, with which I was favoured for many 
days. 

* | had not, all this while, conversed with 
any Friend about their principles, or read any 
of their books; nor did any of them come 
near me for some time; for my father would 
not then allow them to come to his house; set 
some of them, not long after, sent me three 
small books; which I took kindly as well in- 
tended. But I was favoured of the Lord with 
something to give me understanding and sup- 
port in time of necd, more excellent than 
books; for that book which lad been sealed as 
with seven seals, was now, in measure, open- 
ed by the powerful voice of the Lion of the 
Royal Tribe, and by the Holy Lamb of God; 
even the book of the eternal law of God; the 
law of the spirit of life from the Father, by 
Christ the Son, Redeemer of the world, and 
my delight wes to read day and night therein: 
by which I profited more, in a short time, in 
the knowledge of God and the things of his 
holy kingdom, than if I could have read and 
understocd all the written and printed books in 
the world. I therefore declined reading 
these till a more proper season; and then | 
looked into one of the books aforesaid, a small 
tract concerning prayer: for it must be allow- 
ed that the reading of good books, especially 
the Holy Scriptures, the chief of all, and upon 
which the truth of the rest depends, is highly 
profitable and commendable. 

“Some time after this, my father began a 
little to relent, and admit some Friends to 
come to my chamber to see me; and he was 
brought, by degrees, into a pretty low state 
of mind: and, one day, as I was sitting by 
him, he read in a book, entitled * Clerk’s 
Lives,’ &c.—when I observed his tears to 


tavern: but I, through grace, saw their intents) drop upon the book, but le did not know that 
and was aware; and I now bad freedom in/I perceived it: and, after he had wiped his 
my mind to go among them: and, when we) face, he turned towards me and said, ‘1 see 
came there, the company all rose from their! there have been, in former times, as great fouls 
seats, and seeming generally glad, put on airs|as you, to leave their friends and preferments 
of pleasantness. inthe world, for their opinions in religion.’ 
“In seating themselves again, they placed! “ But he did not long remain in this condi- 
me so as that I was in the midst, environed by| tion; for the spirit of the world began to work 
them, and then they put the glass round; and}tanother way. Some of his acquaintance, dis- 
to relish it the more, they began a health to|coursing with him concerning me, told him, 
King William. But the secret presence of|‘ We know your son very well; though young, 
the Lord being with me, though hid from them,!he’s no fool. You know the Quakers are an 
it affected them all in a way they did not ex-| opulent people, and their principles lead them 
pect, for scarce had two of them drank, till) to refuse the payment of tythes to the clergy; 
their countenances changed, and all were si-| which, together with thag. oppositions, they 
lenced. The glass, nevertheless, went for | meet with from ene oft, occasions many 
ward, till it came to me, and then I told them,|law suits, and much business; and as they 
I wished both the king and them well, and if| favour one another in all things, particularly 
I could drink to the health of any at all, 1) in trade and the like, you'll see he’ll have as 
should more especially to the king’s, but should| much business soon as any man in England ; 
drink no health any more; and so refused it:| and will be well paid, without question.’ 





and the glass never went round; for several of 
them fell a weeping and were much broken, 
and all of them silenced for a time, which, 
when over, some of them said, they believed 
J intended well in what I did, and that every 
man must be left to proceed in the way which 
he thinks right in the sight of God: and so 
we parted in solid friendship. It was the se- 
eret grace of God that wrought this; and to 


“ This temptation, being skilfully adapted. 
took immediately with him, and the ill effects 
thereof quickly appeared; for he soon got 
from under that humble state of mind and ten- 
derness he had, in some degree experienced; and 
though his countenance seemed very open and 
cheerful towards me, yet it was from that 
wrong ground, and worldly view, which great- 
ly loaded and oppressed my mind: for as | 


clearly perceived the practice of the law, and 
to be frequently in the suits and contests of 
the world, would be inconsistent with divine 
peace in my own mind, expose me to many 
temptations, and confine so as that I could 
not follow the Lord in that way wherein [| 
understood he was leading me, and proposed 
to bring me forward; that is, not only in sanc- 
tification and justification for my own salvation, 
but also in a public ministry of that holy and 
powerful word of life; by which the Lord, of 
his own free will and grace, had called me; 
and, to that end, I knew, was working in me 
qualifications suiting his own purpose thereby; 
and therefore my secret concern was, how to 
get rid of that great and dangerous obstruc- 
tion; well knowing it would very much oppose 
my father’s views, heightened as aforesaid, and 
I was loth to offend him; but had no concern, 
prospect, or doubt, then as to a way of living 
in the world. And, on the other hand, to 
offend the Lord, by neglect, or disobedience, 
was justly to forfeit his mercy and favour, and 
cancel the seal of the covenant of life; de- 
pending on my part, upon perseverance in 
mora! righteousness, and a faithful future obe- 
dience to his holy calling. 

“* Duty to the Almighty, and the will and 
terrene views of my natural parent, becom- 
ing opposite, I remained not Jong in suspense 
what to do: for as, through grace, I had been 
enabled to take up the cross of Christ, in 
confessing his holy name, in the dispensation 
of God to his people at that time; so, by the 
same grace, I was hhkewise enabied to under- 
go the displeasure of my father, to close my 
eyes from all worldly views, and to stop my 
ears for ever from hearkening to any prefer- 
ment there; and, being furnished with a full 
resolution in my mind to decline the practice 
of the law, though the only thing designed as 
a means of life; accordingly, the next persons 
who came to employ me in business of that 
kind, I refused in my father’s presence; and 
told them in his bearing, that I should not un- 
dertake business of that kind any more. 

“ Upon this the load went off my mind: but 
from that time, my father’s countenance was 
changed toward me, and his behaviour quite 
another thing: often asking me with a super- 
cilious brow, * How I expected to live in the 
world?’ As if he had feared I should have 
become a dead charge upon him. 

“ After this, he being told, though incor- 
rectly, that ‘ ministering Friends, whom he 
knew, went ofien abroad preaching, aid as 
often brought home good sums of money: and 
that his con being ingenious, would soon learn 
to preach among them, get money and become 
rich too;’ this seemed to take some hold, and 
he would now and then pass a joke upon me 
about it. But I being silent for some years 
after, it afforded him no great hopes of my 
living by it.” 

(To be continued.) 


The religion of most men is fixed from na- 
ture, that is, worldly ease and convenience, 
before they come to the reading of the Scrip- 
ture. The consequence is plain. In all points 
where it exceeds their standard, it will be 
passed away.—- Adam's Private Thoughts. 
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For “ The Friend.” 
Biography of Scripture Characters. 
THE PROPHET DANIEL, 
(Concluded from page 157.) 


Darius, by the conquest of Babylon, in 
conjunction with his nephew Cyrus, was now 
possessed of the entire control of that great 
and powerful empire, which he divided into one 
hundred and twenty provinces. The gover- 
nors of these provinces were placed under the 
direction of three presidents, of whom the 
highest in authority was the prophet Daniel. 
This ancient servant of the Lord was now 
nearly ninety years of age, and was unequalled 
in the whole nation for the eminence of his 
virtue and wisdom. His favour, indeed, with 
the new king, was such as to provoke the 
jealousy of the nobles to that degree that they 
shortly resolved on his destruction. ‘They 
were unable with the closest scrutiny to find 
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he called aloud to Daniel, with great emotion: 
“Oh Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy 
God, whom thou servest continually, able to 
deliver thee from the lions?” Daniel answer- 
ed affirmatively to the great joy of the king; 
who forthwith had him drawn up from the 
den, uninjured, and commanded that his ene- 
mies should receive the punishment they had 
devised for him. ‘These wicked persons met 
with a very different reception from the rave- 
nous beasts, which destroyed their lives even 
before they reached the bottom of the dun- 
geon. Here was a clear demonstration of the 
power of Almighty God, which forcibly took 
hold of the mind of the king; and he accord 
ingly issued a proclamation over the whole 
kingdom, acknowledging the God of Daniel, 
and enjoining all men to tremble and fear be- 
fore him, as the living God. spirit of prophecy, he was enabled to see once 

We have seen that this eminent prophet, in| more, and more distinctly than he had pre- 
the midst of his greatness, retained a strong| viously seen, the successive changes in the 


on the elucidation of this very remarkable 
prophecy, which from the exactness of its 
fulfilment, is caleulated to strike the mind of 
the infidel with an irresistible conviction of the 
truth of the Christian religion. 

This dignified prophet now drew near to 
the close of all his labours. He had resided 
about seventy years in Babylon, when Cyrus 
came to the throne of the Chaldean empire, 
In the third year of the reign of this prince, 
and when Daniel was probably in his ninetieth 
year, he passed through an unusual degree of 
mental conflict and exercise; he mourned for 
three weeks and refrained from his usual food; 
and on this occasion, while on the banks of 
the river Hiddekel or Tigris, he was visited 
with the last prophetical revelation of which 
we have any account. In the openings of the 


any cause of blame in his administration of/feeling of attachment to his native country,| kingdoms of the world which should take place 


the government. His integrity admitted of 
no question. ‘They determined, therefore, to 
make his piety to his God the occasion of his 
fall, knowing that he was unchangeable in his 
faith and devotion. In a tumultuous manner 
they assembled round their monarch, and ob- 
tained his hasty sanction to a royal decree, 
forbidding all his people, on pain of a horrible 
death, to make any request either of God or 
man, except of himself, for the space of thirty 
days. ‘This decree was issued with the ex- 
press understanding, according to the arbitrary 
practice of the Median and Persian govern- 
ments, that it should not be subject to any 
suspension or change, even by the will of an 
otherwise absolute monarch. 

Daniel was soon informed of the snare laid 


and to the holy city of Jerusalem, which was| during a long course of ages. His view of 
now lying in ruins. During the short reign| the transactions of the successors of Alexander 
of Darius, the afflicted state of the Jewish) the Great, was wonderfully exact, and indeed, 
nation affected his mind in a more than usual] entered#o much into a detail of circumstances 
degree. He was divinely enlightened with an| which in the lapse of years, became matter of 
understanding of the prediction of the prophet| undoubted history, that a mere enumeration 
Jeremiah, that seventy years were to be ac-|of the particulars would carry us far beyond 
complished in the desolations of Jerusalem;| our prescribed limits. But a part of this pro- 
and he set himself to seek the Lord with fast-| phetic vision was of more solemn and awfyl 
ing and supplication for the sake of his afflict-| import, than the rise and fall of empires. His 
ed people. While he was thus devoutly en-| view was directed to ages yet to come, and he 
gaged, about the time of the evening oblation,! was made to look into that awful period, when 
the angel Gabriél appeared to the venerable|‘ many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
prophet with this divine message: “ Seventy| earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 
weeks,” said he, “are determined upon thy! and some to shame and everlasting contempt; 
people, and upon thy holy city, to finish (or| and they that be wise shall shine as the bright- 
restrain) the transgression, and to make anjness of the firmament; and they that turn 


for his life; but valued not his personal safety,|end of sins, and to make reconciliation for| man to’ righteousness, as the stars for ever 
y y g 


when put in competition with his duty to his| 
He could not relinquish his usual | 
practice of worshipping Jehovah three times) 
a day, with his window open towards Jerusa- | 


Maker. 


lem, the city of his pious solicitude, aad the 
object of the mournful lamentations of his 
captive nation, ‘ He kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime;” and 


was found thus occupied, by his enemies, who} 
now boldly accused him before the king of| 
Darius was exceed-|prophecy, we are forcibly struck with the|to unravel the mysteries of still unfulfilled 


disobeying the decree. 


ingly grieved, when he discovered the object! plainness and preciseness of the prediction of| prophecy. 


of the law he had just signed, and found that 
his faithful minister was to be its victim. He 
strove by every means to evade the law, during 
the whole of that day; but was at length com- 
pelled, by the clamour of the nobles, to deli- 
ver Daniel into their eager hands. The pu. 
nishment prescribed by the law was that of 
being cast into a den of lions. ‘This was ex- 
ecuted without delay, and for the sake of 
greater security the stone which closed upon 
the mouth of the dungeon was sealed by the 
king’s signet, and by that of his lords. Da- 
rius, liowever, passed a sleepless night, and 
rising very early in the morning, went in haste 
to ascertain whether the God in whom Daniel 
trusted, was able to deliver his servant from 
the mouth of the lions. He seems to have 
had some little confidence in the faithfulness 
of Jehovah; for, on hisarrival at the dungeon, 


cut off, but not for himself.” 


iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteous-| and ever.’’ It was revealed to him that the 
ness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy,| most extraordinary changes were to occur to 
and to anoint the Most Holy. Know, there-| the church of God, after a thousand two hun- 
fore, and understand, that from the going forth | dred and ninety days, or years, from the time 
of the commandment to restore and to build| of the daily sacrifice being taken away, and 
Jerusalem, unto the Messiah the Prince, shall| the abomination that maketh desolate set up; 
be seven weeks, and three score and two} which some have interpreted as designating 
weeks: the street shall be built again, and the| the time when Mohammedanism sprang into 
wall, even in troublous times. And after) power, and papal usurpation became firmly 
three score and two weeks shall Messiah be/established. But let us not presume to lift 
In reading this|the veil of futurity, or needlessly endeavour 





‘* Blessed is he that waiteth,” in 
the atonement of the Lord Jesus. The se-|a holy faith and confidence, that the word of 
venty weeks designate seventy weeks of yeara,| Jehovah shall not return unto him void, bat 
that is four hundred and ninety years; which| that the kingdom of the Messiah shall yet be- 
reckoned from the year of the world 3547, in| come great and fill the whole earth. 

which year Ezra was commissioned to restore} We have no account of the prophet Daniel 
the Jewish state and polity, will bring us to| having taken any part in the restoration of the 
the year 33 of the Christian era, in which|Jews by Cyrus, though it is not improbable, 
(and even in the same month,) our Lord suffer-| as he was stil! engaged in public affairs in the 
ed, and thus completed the sacrifice for our sal-| early part of the reign of that prince, that his 
vation. In the subsequent part of the prophecy,|counsels promoted that great and important 
it has been observed that the seventy weeks/ event. Of the period or place of his death, 
are divided into three periods: 1. Seven weeks,| we have no mention in scripture; but it is most 
or forty-nine years for the restoration a Bemeipoohable that he died within a few years 
salem: 2. Sixty-two weeks, or four hundred/after the accession of Cyrus to the throne of 
and thirty-four years from that time to the an-| Babylon. As he was much employed in the 
nouncement of the Messiah, by John the government of this empire, it is generally be- 
Baptist : 3. One week, or seven years, for the lieved that he died in that eity; though some 
ministry of John and of Christ himself to the! maintain that Shushan, or Suse, on the river 
crucifixion. It is unnecessary to dwell longer| Ulai, the ancient capital of Persia, was the 
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place of his decease. Benjamin of ‘Tudela, | 


and Josephus, both mention a monument of | 


great beauty, bearing his name, as standing 
for many ages after his death. , ' 
city of Shouster, the capital of Chuzistan, is’ 
generally believed to be the ancient Shushan; | 
but the celebrated traveller Kennier, and the 
still more celebrated Major Rennel, think 
rather, that the ruins about thirty-five miles 
west of Shouster, are those of that ancient 
city. These ruins occupy an immense space 
between the rivers Kerah and Abzal, and 
consist of hillocks of earth and rubbish, co- 
vered with broken pieces of brick and colour- 
ed tiles. The largest of these hillocks is about 
a mile round, and nearly a hundred feet high. 
Large blocks of marble, covered with hiero- 
glyphical figures, are often discovered here by 
the Arabs, in digging for hidden treasure ; 
and at the foot of the highest of the heaps of 
ruins, stands a building called the tomb of 
Daniel, erected on the spot where the remains 
of this eminent prophet are supposed to have 
been interred. 


The twelve first chapters of the book of 
Daniel are written partly in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, and partly in Chaldee. He wrote in 
Hebrew when delivering a simple narrative; 
but his conversations with the Magi are related 
in Chaldee, by which he has preserved the 
very words of the persons who used that lan- 
guage in their common intercourse. The 
edict issued by Nebuchadnezzar after his re- 
storation, is also preserved in the original 
Chaldee, and may thus be regarded with in- 
creased interest, as being probably an exact 
copy of that ancient and celebrated docu- 
ment. 

We cannot review the character of this 
great man, without a conviction that he was 
possessed of a wonderful capacity of mind, in 
conjunction with a deep piety, an extraordi- 
nary integrity and devotion to the divine will, 
and an unfeigned humility of heart. Even 
from his boyhood, he was an example of con- 
scientious firmness and consistency. Neither 
promises of the highest honours, nor threats 
of the most dreadful punishment, could induce 
him to swerve in any degree from the path of 
duty, from time to time pointed out. He de- 
clared the truth boldly and faithfully, at the 
risk of the greatest displeasure of his prince, 
and even to the endangering his own life. 
The only fault which his enemies could charge 
against him, was his constant devotion to his 
God. He was favoured in an extraordinary 
degree with the revelations of the divine pur- 
poses respecting future events; so that his 
prophecies have more the appearance of ac- 
tual history, than those of any other of the 
sacred writers, in the preciseness with which 
they were delivered, and the no less precise 
manner in which most of them have already 
been accomplished. 
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| 
For‘* The Friend.” | 


The spreading of the Messiah’s peaceful. 


/kingdom on earth has always been a primary | 
object with the Society of Friends. 
guished from cther professors of the Christian 
name, by declining all participation in military 
measures, either to defend, or to pull down 
the government, which Divine Providence per- 
mits to be set over them, they believe it their 
duty to “lead peaceable and quiet lives to- 
wards all men,’ endeavouring to show forth 
the fruits of Christianity in conduct and con- 
In pursuing this noiseless path,| 
they refrain from much intercourse with the 


parties and policies of the world, rather pre- 
ferring works of charity and benevolence, as 
their share of the burden necessary to be 
borne, in advancing the general good, besides 


paying all taxes not assessed for warlike pur- 


poses. Examples of uprightness and religious 


stability give a useful tone wherever they exist, 
and when commotions arise, they are pecu- 


liarly valuable, in drawing those who are in 


danger of being swept away by the various 
currents, which rush hither and thither, to 
enquire what it is, which makes such unmov- 


ed, in the midst of storm and distress. Christ 
told Peter, that he would build his church 


upon a foundation, against which the gates of 


hell should not prevail. Though his followers 
would not be exempt from the common afilic- 
tions of time, yet so long as they maintained 
their integrity to him, they should be endued 
with that faith and holy confidence in his all- 
protecting power, which nothing could destroy 
and by which they might endure with consist- 
ent magnanimity, the trials permitted to assail 
them. What he promised he will most faith- 
fully perform. As the church is founded upon 
an immutable rock, every member must be 
established thereon, if he partakes of the se- 
curity which it alone can give. Stephen 
Crisp, describing a time of commotion which 
he foresaw, offers excellent counsel to his 
fellow professors, to guard them against the 
insidious influence of party spirit, by which 
they might be allured from the *“ quiet habita- 
tion,” and lose a good condition. It is wor- 


thy of the serious regard of every member of 


this peace-professing Society, who ought, both 
for its sake and his own, to keep a strict watch, 
that he may not barter away his birth right, 
nor the character of his Society, in an evil 
hour. 


He says, “ But, oh! Friends, while all 
these things are working and bringing to pass, 
repose ye yourselves in the munition of that 
rock, that all these shakings shall not move ; 
even in the knowledge and feeling of the 
eternal power of God, keeping you subjectly 
given up to his heavenly will, and feel it 
daily to kill and mortify that which remains 
in any of you, which is of this world; for 
the worldly part in any, is the changeable 
part, and that is up and down, full and empty, 
joyful and sorrowful, as things go well or ili 
in the world. For as the truth is but one, 
and many are made partakers of its spirit, so 
the world is but one, and many are partakers 
of the spirit of it; and so many as do partake 
of it, so many will be straitened and perplex- 


Distin- | 
' 





| noise. 
| man’s glory, yet they being ready and pre- 





ed with it; but they who are single to the 
truth, waiting daily to feel the life and virtue 
of it in their hearts, these shall rejoice in the 
midst of adversity. ‘These shall not have 


|their hearts moved with fear, nor tossed with 


anguish, because of evil tidings, Psal. cxii. 
7,8. Because that which fixeth them, re- 
mains with them. These shall know their 
entrance with the bridegroom, and so be kept 
from sorrow, though his coming be with a 

i And when a midnight is come upon 


pared, it will be well with them; and having a 


| true sense of the power working in themselves, 


they cannot but have unity and fellowship 
with the works of it in the earth, and will 
|not at all murmur against what is, nor wish 
; nor will what is not to be; these will be at 
rest till the indignation passeth over, and 
these having no design to carry on, and no 
party to promote in the earth, cannot possibly 
be defeated nor disappointed in their under- 
takings. 





“ And when you see divisions and parties, 
and rendings in the bowels of nations, and 
rumours and tempests in the minds of people, 
then take heed of being moved to this party 
or to that party, or giving your strength to 
this or that, or counselling this way or that 
way; but stand single to the truth of God, in 
which neither war, rent, nor division is. And 
take heed of that part in any of you, which 
trusts and relies upon any sort of the men of 
this world, in the day of their prosperity; for 
the same party will bring you to suffer with 
them, in the time of their adversity, which 
will not be long after; for stability in that 
ground there will be none. But when they 
shall say, come join with us in this or that, 
remember you are joined to the Lord by his 
pure spirit, to walk with him in peace and in 
righteousness; and you feeling this, this ga- 
thers out of all bustlings, and noises, and 
parties, and tumults, and leads you to exalt 
the standard of truth and righteousness, in an 
innocent conversation, to see who will flow unto 
that. And this shall be a refuge for many of 
the weary, tossed and afflicted ones in those 
days, and a shelter for many, whose day is 
not yet over. 


“So dearly beloved Friends and brethren, 
who have believed and known the blessed ap- 
pearance of the truth, let not your hearts be 
troubled at any of these things. Oh! let not 
the things that are at, present, nor things that 
are yet to come, move you from steadfastness, 
but rather double your diligence, zeal and 
faithfulness to the cause of God. For they 
that know the work wrought in themselves, 
they shall rest in the day of trouble, yea, 
though the fig-tree fail, and the vine bring 
not forth, and the labour of the olive-tree 
ceaseth, and the fields yield no meat, and 
sheep be cut off from the fold, and there be 
no bu!locks in the stall, yet then mayest thou 
rejoice in the Lord, and sing praises to the 
God of thy salvation.” 
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